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HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.
NEW LUN.MTIC ASYI.UM FOR LONDON.

FOR somc time past the Commissioners of Lunacy and the Boards of
Guardianis have urged the Loindon County Council to make further pro-
visioII for lunatics. At present Lonidoni patients lhave to be sent to out-
county asylums and to pr-ivate asylums, which materially increases ex-
peinses. The increase of lunacy shows a yearly avrerage of 300, and it is
proposed to build an asyluml able to take 1,000 patients. Up to Janiuary
last Lonidon was primarily responsible for over 10,000 patients, wvhilst
the available accommodation in the London asylunms is only for 7,070
patients. When the Cane lill extension and the Claybury Asylum are
completed there will be accommodation for 2,876 more patients. It is
thought that some acconmmodation should be made in the new asylui
for paying patients, as provided for by the Lunacy Act of 1890.

INDIA AND THE COLONIES,
VICTORIA.

THE DRAINAGE OF MELBOURNE.-The Melbourne Board of Works have
decided to adopt the water carriage scheme proposed by Mr. Mansergh,
C.E., for the drainage of that city. The system is to be of sufficient
capacity to carry off 75 gallons of sewage a head of population, which is
comiiputed for the purpose at 1,7400,000), though it miiay not reach this total
for fifty years. The sewage is to be pumped on to a farm and there
chemically treated. It was originally proposed to have the sewers of
sufficient capacity to carry off the surface water, but Melbourne folk will
profit by the experience of London, where rain storms sometimes cause
overtlows which carry much sewage into the Thames. It has therefore
been decided that only the rainfall from exceptionally polluted surfaces
shall be passed through the sewers, the ordinary storm wvater being car-
ried direct into the river. This plan will admit of a pipe of smaller
diameter- being used than was originally proposed; the plans propose
that the sewers shall run two-thirds inistead of half full, in the hope that
wvith a greater scour there will be less likelihood of gases remaining in
the pipes.
IN mnov-ing the second reading of the Medieal Practitioners Bill in the

Victorian Legislative CouIncil, on September 15th, Sir Frederick Sargood
stated that there were theln no fewer than fourteeni Chinese doctors in
and around MIelbourne.

NEW\' SOUTH WI'ALES.
TIIE INSANE POPULATION IN Is(oo.-From the annual report of Dr. F.

Norton Manning, Inslector-General of the Insane in New South WVales,
it appears that on December :31st, 1890, the total number of lunatics on
the official registers was 3,102 (1,906 males and 1,196 females). The niumber
on December:31st, 1889, was 2,974 (1,822 males and 1,152 females), so that
the iinerease during 1890 was 128, the largest which has yet been recorded
in any one year. There has, howvever, been no increase in the propor-
tion of insane persons to population, which has remained almiiost
unchanged during the last twenty years. The number of patients ad-
miiitted during the year was 61 1, being 61 more than in the previous year.
This number gives a proportion of "occurring iinsanlity" of 1 in 1,914,
whicih is not above the average for the last five years, and is decidedly
less than that for the last txvenity years. The number of patients dis-
charged during the year was 286; of these 257 had recovered and 29 were
classified as relieved. The recoveries give a percentage of 42.06 and the
cases relieved one of 4.74 on the admissions for the year. The deaths
numbered 193 (128 males and 6.5 females), and the death-rate, calculated
on the average daily number resident, was 6.52. In .3 of these cases deatlh
-as due to suicide and in :3 to accident. The total nuimber under care
during the year was .3,659, and the average daily number residenit 2,960.
Tlhe aver-age weekly cost per head at all the hospitals was lOs. 4-d., being
less by 7c-d. than the average of the past ten years.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
THE Crenmation Bill was read a third time in the South Australian Legis-
lative Assembly on Septeliber 30th.

TASMANIA.
A PETITION has been presented to the Tasmanian Parliament, signed by
5,730 women of Hobart, praying for improvements in the sanitary system
of the town and soliciting support to the Metropolitan Drainage Area
Bill. That is the kind of thing we should like to see at lholnle here in the
old country. If women can be got to combine in the cause of saniitation
the battle would soon be woin. Ce que femme veut she has a way of getting,
and even Mrs. Lynn Lintoni could hardly see any objection to the inembers
of her sex taking action in the cause of health which is also, to a very
large extent, the cause of lhuman lhappiness.

CANADA.
('ANADIAN MEDICAL AssOcIATION.-The Canadian Medical Association

held its twenty-fourth annual meeting at Montreal on September 16th,
17th, and 18tll. The Presidelnt, Dr. Roddick, delivered an address onl
"Montreal as a Medical Centre," in which, among other things, the
period of study for the medical student of the future was dealt with.
In the discussion to which the address gave rise, the majority of the
speakers expressed themselves as being in favour of a curriculum ex-
tending over five years of ten months each. Mr. Bryant, President of
the Royal College of Surgeons, who was present, urged that there should
be one central examining board for the whole of Canada, and that an
Arts degree should be possessed by every candidate. Sir James Grant
spoke strongly in favour of the union of the Canadian with the American
Medical Association. Among tho scientific papers presented were one by

Dr. Hingstoni, Surgeon to the H(itel Dieu Ihospital at Montreal, on " The
Diagnosis of Abdominal Tumours by Exclusion;" one by Dr. BIray, of
Chathaimi, on " Malaria ;" one by Dr. Gardiner, of Montreal, on " Pregnancy
comiiplicated with O-arian Tumours ;" one by Dr. Gibiiey, of New York,
entitled " A Plea for the Early Diagnosis of Spinal Diseases ;" one by Dr.
Wilkinis on " The Cold Bath Treatment of Typhoid Fever," which he main-
tained gave a death-rate of 7 per cent., as against 14 per cent. with ex-
pectant treatment; one by Dr. Buller on the "Conservative Surgery of
the Eye," in wlhich he argued that it was not alwvays necessary to remove
an injuied eye in order to prevent sympathetic ophthalmia, resection of
the optic nerve with treatment of the cut surface with bichiloride solu-
tion or even evisceration of the eyeball being much preferable; and one
by Dr. Lapthorni Smith on the A.C.E. miixture, which le considered niiuch
safer than chloroform, while very much less of the drug was needed than
,%hen ether alone was employed. lIe had used the A.C.E. mixture in
nearly 500 confinemiients, and felt so safe with it that he allowed the
patient herself to take it o0i her handkerchief with a sprinkler scent
bottle; this, lie added, could go on for hours with perfect safety. Cases
of puerperal convulsions had been kept under its iniluence for three
days or more without any bad effect. The nieeting, which was most suc-
cessful, was broughlt to a close with a banquet. Ottawa has been chosen
as the place of niecting for 1892: after that the Association will always
hold its annual mneetinig at Monitreal.

OBITUARY,
JOHN MLORGAAN, F.R.C.S.ENG.

THERE passed away on Friday, November 20th, at his resi-
dence, 3, Sussex Place, Hyde Park, after a brief and suddeil
illness, one of the best known and most highly esteemed
members of our profession. John MIorgan was the son of a
medical practitioner at Bath, who died a few months after the
birth of the subject of this notice. The family were of Welsh
origin, and came from estates in Monmnouthshire, an uncle
having been rector of Lampeter College. The widowed mother
settled first in Clifton and afterwards in London for her son's
education at King's College, and after a few years he was
articled a pupil to a practitioner in the neighbourhood of
Harewood Square. His principal duties were to drive his
senior's carriage and to compound his prescriptions, and
though he thus learnt to drive, which in after-life was his great
pleasure, he also gained a thorough knowledge of pharmacy,
and he was often heard to complain of the waste of money
which had been made over this part of his curriculum.
He afterwards entered at St. GTeorge's Hospital, where he

held a distinguished position among the students, gaining
prizes during the years 1840-41, among others the Brodie
medal for a report of surgical cases, which was also obtained
by his son thirty years later. He became M.R.C.S. in 1841,
and returned to Bath, where lie acted as house-surgeon to
the United Hospital. Not seeing his way to a full exercise
of his powers at Bath, he returned to London, and in 1845
joined the late Mr. Edgar Barker, who then practised in the
Edgware Road.

Mr. Morgan settled in the neighbourhood of Hyde Park
Square, and in this rapidly developing district he soon began
to acquire an extensive practice. Much of his early success
was due to the high esteem in which he was held by Sir Ben-
jamin Brodie and Sir Clharles Locock, who remainied hiis
friends till their deaths. He became F.R.C.S. in 1849.
For the next few years his practice increased rapidly, and

the opportunity occurred for him to quit the partnership
which was increased by the addition of Mr. Edgar Barker,
jun. He decided, however, to renew it for a term, but about
1860 he left the firm and practised single-handed, having
moved to the residence whieh he occupied at his death. The
district in which he lived was at that time as popular as any
in town, and he numbered among his patients many of the
highest and wealthiest, but to rich and poor alike his genial
face and kindly manner were ever ready to give comfort and
assurance. Gifted with a very strong physique and with
enormous energy, the amount of work which he at this period
accomplished in a day was often extraordinary, paying some-
times as many as sixty or more visits in the twenty-four
hours. Later he was obliged to seek assistance in a partner,
but until fourteen years ago, when he was laid up with an
attack of rheumatic fever, he never shrank at any sacrifice
from work which called for his personal care. Though
brought up in an older school, he was alive to the value of
modern methods and new remedies. Few men had a quicker
insight into disease, or were more prompt in dealing with its
graver phases.


